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S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T  

The past summer season was made up of hot...hotter...and the hottest 

daysñjust what we expect when we think of summer at Ocotillo Wells.  

However, the most difficult part of summer for me, besides the heat, is the lack of 

people.  The familiar hum of visitors recreating at OW, as well as the employees 

who ensure that the visitors are safely having fun, was missing. 

 

This summer, many of our employees helped in parks that needed summer 

assistance, including Lake Tahoe, North Coast Redwoods, San Diego, and Oceano 

Dunes.  Other employees enjoyed well-needed time off.  Those who endured the 

heat were busy preparing the park for the upcoming season. 

  

The management team worked on long-term planning efforts, and 

attempted to develop strategies for providing services to our visitors despite the 

pending budget cuts and threats to OHV funding.  In many ways, the discussions 

were heated, and in my 32 years of park work, our park, along with all the state 
parks, are looking at the biggest òfireó ever.  I would like to tell you that the 

budget òfireó is over, but it is not.  I can only say that at Ocotillo Wells, we never 

give up the fight.   

  

As temperatures started to drop, the visitors and employees returnedñ

reminding me of migrating birds seeking a place of refuge.  Once again, it started 

to feel like all the heat and hard work were for a good causeñso people have a 

place to recreate, the staff is able to protect the resources, and for us all to 

continue to move the park ahead.  

  

 During the official start of the seasonñHalloween weekendñyou could 

actually feel the park coming back to life.  As I spent time in the park that 

weekend with visitors, I was able to see the joy in their spirit.  They were back 

riding; we were here to serve them; and the new restrooms were the best thing 

yet, especially the one at Pumpkin Patch.   

  

Welcome back one and all.  We missed you and look forward to creating 

lasting memories with you this season. 

  

 

By Kathy Dolinar, District Superintendent 
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Visitors Guide Heads to the Printer 

For those of us who live and work within the park, the destinations, regulations and 

opportunities for recreation at Ocotillo Wells can seem like an old, well-worn hatñbut for many of 

our weekend visitors, information about Californiaõs #1 OHV destination can seem a bit out of reach.  

With this dilemma in mind, Interpretation planned 

to develop a newspaper-style visitors guide to fill in 

the details about our corner of the desert for both 

OHV enthusiasts and assorted passers-by.  Results 

from recent surveys of our adoring public added fuel 

to the fire for the creation of our Visitors Guide:  an 

overwhelming majority of respondents (91+ %) 

wanted this publication. 

 

 Armed with this knowledge and our 

unofficial motto (òGo Bigéor Go Homeó), we 

inked our pens, fired up our computers and dove 
head-first into Adobe design programs.  The 

overarching concept was to provide as much useful 

information as possible to our visitors while at the 

same time keeping the òfast, funó flavor for which 

OW is known far and wide.   Divided into intuitive 

sections such òCritical Infoó and òThe Past,ó the 

new Visitors Guide will allow our public to peel back 

the layers of Ocotillo Wells, as one would peel the 

layers of a big informational onion (minus the tears). 

By emphasizing images and edgy blurbs over endless 

columns of unappealing text, we expect it will be an 

engaging medium that entices visitors to explore our 

park while also understanding the reasons for our 

regulations and policies. 

 

We plan on distributing the Visitors Guide through a variety of means.  Naturally, they will be 

available at the Discovery Center and at our Traveling Park Exhibits.  Copies will also be added to the 

Welcome Kits left at each shade ramada every weekend.  Local businesses and neighboring parks will 

also be receiving copies of the Visitors Guide and, of course, we can mail copies to anyone who would 

want one. 

 

We would be remiss not to mention the generous support we received from the other 

departments at OWSVRA.  From our legion of proof-readers and photo-hunters to the patient map 

makers in the GIS Department, this Visitors Guide would not have been possible without your help. 
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By Andrew Fitzpatrick, State Park Interpreter I 
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In May the Administrative Department once again wrapped up the season by closing out the 

fiscal yearõs finances.  Linda and Charles devoted most of their time to closing out the budget for 

2010 / 2011, and at the same time started on the budget for the new fiscal year.  Melony worked on 

keeping all the bills paid, and at the same time she trained Delane, who took over her duties for the 

summer.  Kitty worked on separating the last remaining seasonal employees, and Caitlin, our seasonal 

Senior Park Aide, helped everyone in the office wherever she was needed.   

 

June brought some changes to the Administrative Department as Melony, Caitlin and Charles 

left our group for the summer months.  Just about that time, Leda Seals, our Administrative Officer, 

accepted the responsibility of leading our District in the largest property audit we have ever done.  

Linda and Karen Sypniewski from the Maintenance Department worked for weeks preparing for the 

audit, and making forms for the Audit Teams to use during the actual audit. 

 

When July came around, it was time for the audit to move ahead.  Employees from every 

department spent their days going through every piece of equipment at Ocotillo Wells SVRA.  We 
had to account for everything from vehicles, radios, copiers and computers, right down to the 

wrenches and drills used by the Auto Shop and Maintenance Department.  Then the big job began as 

Linda and Karen sifted through the audit reports and verified we had accounted for all of our 

equipment.   

 

Once August rolled around, it was time for our SPI audit of all buildings, training tracks, 

amphitheater and employee housing.  Measurements were taken and reports were completed for all 

of the repairs.  Linda and Karen had the task of entering this information into CAMP and preparing 

reports that went to our Maintenance Chief and Maintenance Supervisors to be used for scheduling 

repairs in preparation for the new season. 

 

In September everyone was ready for a rest, so we all left the desert for a break.  After their 

òsummer breaks,ó Linda and Kitty traveled to Lake Tahoe to assist the Sierra District Administrative 

Department because they had a staff shortage.  Linda spent a week there and worked with the 

Accounting Department.  Kitty assisted in the Personnel Department for two weeks.  Lake Tahoe 

was beautiful and was a great change from the summer heat here in the desert.  The Sierra District 

staff was fantastic and took great care of us during our trip; this included tours of some of Sierra 

Districtõs great treasures. 

 

In October we were all back in our offices doing a little catch up and preparing for the 

opening of our riding season.  Melony, Charles and Caitlin have all returned for the season, and the 

Administrative Department is back in full swing. 

Administration News 

By Kitty Gravett, Management Services Technician 
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Notes From the Tractor Seat 

By Dan Christensen, State Park Equipment Operator 

As we grade trails and perform other work throughout the park, State Park Equipment 

Operators Adam Asche, Len Perris and I, Dan Christensen, often make contact with our park visitors 

who are usually very thankful for what we are doing, and they ask all sorts of questions. 

  

Some ask for directions to a park feature, some ask for maps, some ask for things that we 

cannot do, such as towing out a stuck vehicle or jump-starting a stalled vehicle.  But most of the time 

they ask, òWhere is the nearest rest room?ó and òWhy do you 

not have more rest rooms?ó 

  

 At the end of last season when Kathy Dolinar asked all 

of us for suggestions on what we needed to do to improve the 

park for our visitors and for ourselves, we passed on the most 

frequently-asked question that we hear from 

our visitors.  She must have taken it to 

heart. 
  

 There are 

no less than 9 new 

CXT restrooms 

being installed in 

the park this year!  

Some are being 

installed by a 

contractor, and 

some we have 

installed ourselves, 

but they will all be 

in place and operational by the end of the season. 

 

  Thanks go to Curt Linse, Maintenance 

Chief at Oceano Dunes SVRA, who started this 

whole project when he offered OW three CXTs 

that Oceano Dunes was unable to use.  With 

prompt support from Tina Robinson and the 

Resources team, the necessary paperwork was 

processed and the required monitoring performed 

prior to the start of any installations.  In the meantime, Lou Vieira, owner of Gold Land Building, 

arranged for transportation to move the three CXTs from Oceano Dunes to OWSVRA.  He also 

arranged the crane service, as well as providing the crew to install the three CXTs.  Of course, 

without the holes dug by the OW crews, there would be no place to set the CXTs. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next pageé)  



 

 

Notes From the Tractor Seat continued... 

Pumpkin Patch was the most challenging installation of all since it is located in a remote 

section of Ocotillo Wells SVRA.  Jim from Whiteõs Crane Service, very patiently and expertly 

traversed 6 ½ miles down sandy Tule Wash to the Pumpkin Patch site and only got stuck twice in 

the soft sand.  The pictures show us installing the CXT at Pumpkin Patch on a bright and beautiful 

October day.  It is no small task installing one of these.  As you can see, it takes a lot of manpower 

and machine work.  

 

Other new restrooms already in place are located at the 4X4 obstacle course, on Benson 

Lake Loop near the shade ramadas north of the 

airport, and at the Roy Denner ATV training 

track on the Toner property.  By the end of the 

season five more CXTs will be installedñtwo 

along Poleline Road (one of which will be near 

Gas Dome Trail), one on County Line Road, and 

one each at Hidden Valley and Shell Reef. 
 

We would like to thank State 

Parks Maintenance Supervisor (and 

former SPEO) Dennis Raymond for his 

help at Pumpkin Patch, and thanks to all 

of his Housekeeping staff for keeping all 

of our facilities in top notch condition. 

Without the CXTs from Oceano 

Dunes, and the team effort of the 

Resources staff, Maintenance staff, the 

Heavy Equipment Operators, and the 

crews and equipment from Gold Land 

Building and Whiteõs Crane Service, the 

CXT installations would not have happened this year. 

  

 So now, as we all make contact with the visitors 

who are returning to our park for another season of the 

best open off-highway riding available in California, we 

can give them a much better answer to their most 

frequently asked question, òWhere is the nearest 

restroom?ó 
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Left, the CXT installation on the Benson Lake loop. 
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Heber Dunes Interpreter 
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The Essay 

 

The first assignmentñyou know the one.  Itõs been the same every year since you were in 

elementary school.  Sitting at your desk staring at a big blank computer screen wishing you had 

something really great to write aboutñlike a Caribbean cruise or mountain climbing in Katmandu.  

Even a major house remodel sounds better than what you 

actually did with your time off in the summer.   

 

Ah, those lazy days of summerñunless, of course, youõre 

Alfredo Jacobo, the mainstay of Heber Duneõs Maintenance 

Department.  For him there was no time off this summer.  If it 

could break down, it didñseptic systems, water pumps, storm 

damage, and downed utility lines.  The list goes on.  At least he 

wasnõt bored!  

 
For Heberõs interpreter, Jaime Mendez, September 

brought more than just the end of summer.  Preparations for the 

4-H ATV Safety Project Parent Orientation, training 

opportunities, and planning for the 2011-12 season quickly filled 

her calendar.  

 

Ranger Vic looked wistfully at his fishing gear and began 

sorting through the numerous applications on his desk.  Soon, 

eager applicants began lining up for interviews, and Heber Dunes 

SVRA welcomed aboard two new employeesñEduardo 

Telemantes and Olivia Kerns (Park Aide and Senior Park 

Aide, respectively).   

 

 With the General Plan nearing completion, 

Heber is proud to be hosting the upcoming 

Commissioners meeting.  Prior to the formal meeting to 

approve the Heber Dunes General Plan, the 

Commissioners will be touring Heber Dunes SVRA, as 

well as other OHV areas in the region.  Watch for an 

upcoming article highlighting the meeting. 

 

  I guess that essay will have to wait until later!  

By Jaime Mendez, State Park Interpreter I 

Eduardo Telemantes, right, with Luisa 

and Stephanie Pimentel, winners of the 
pumpkin decorating contest. 

Heberôs mini Discovery Center before 

renovations; watch for the ñafterò photo in the 

next newsletter. 

 

 



 

 

By Peggy Hurley, Park Maintenance Assistant 

(Continued on next pageé)  
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Resourcesõ Summer Surveys  
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Over the summer, the Resources Department biologists conducted field surveys for the  

Flat-tailed Horned Lizard and other park wildlife.  This òbarrenó desert is full of interesting and viable 

wildlife.  We have documented the presence of coyotes, badgers, burrowing owls and prairie falcons, 

as well as many reptile species.  If you see our cameras 

in the fieldñplease let them continue to take photos of 

the Animal Kingdomõs wildlife as they show that the 

OWSVRA has a thriving population of wildlife. 

 

In an ongoing effort to streamline and update 

our Habitat Monitoring System (HMS), the OW 

Resources Department will be making changes to our 

current biological sampling methods.  Aspects of the 

desert environment that OW has monitored in the past 

include:  reptiles, small mammals, birds and vegetation.  

Previously, these surveys were conducted in many areas scattered widely across the SVRA which 
made for a long day traveling to the sites. 

 

 To make surveys more efficient OW will be condensing 

the various types of biological sampling into several designated 

sample plots.  Decreased travel times and updated survey 

protocols will ensure that the OW Resources Department can 

provide the best data possible in a timely and efficient manner.  

These changes will benefit both the desert environment and 

California OHV enthusiasts with better data about how OWõs 

habitat and wildlife values are functioning. 

 

 In the near future, the OW Resources Department will be 

taking its restoration 

capabilities to a new level by employing techniques learned 

from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the 

Student Conservation Association (SCA).  The SCA uses 

techniques called òpittingó and òvertical mulch,ó which will 

be used to restore OHV trails and prevent accelerated 

erosion.  Pitting helps to loosen compacted soil and create 

favorable microclimates for seed germination.  Vertical 

mulch helps to collect wind-blown debris and creates 

structure in heavily-eroded areas.  Together, these 

techniques are capable of retaining surface soil and  

revegetating large areas of desert, ensuring OHV recreation 

opportunities will be available for many years to come. 

V O L U M E  7    I S S U E  3  

By Kevin Ponce, Environmental Scientist 

Sherman Trap used in wildlife surveys. 

Pitfalls for catching wildlife. 

Survey equipment. 
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Trail News 

Welcome back Readers!  This edition covers events in the Trails Department from May 

through October 2011. 

 

Last May we performed the usual routine of repairing signs and picking up litter along the 

trailside, and we continued to make progress on our carsonite post and trail marker project.  Our 

crew also worked with the Heavy Equipment Operators 

(HEOõs) to refill some of the more dangerous òdonut holesó 

out by a few of our campsites.  These òdonut holesó are 

frequently created by riders enjoying the age-old practice of 

having fun turning circles and getting dizzy.  The circles cause 

ever-increasing berms and ultimately, drop-offs that an 

unsuspecting rider coming from the outside edge might 

discover.  We enlisted the aid of the HEOõs, as well as the 

GIS Department, to locate, track and remove them.  

 
 In June we had our annual Equipment Property 

Management (EPM) audit.  The district, as a whole, spent a 

few days tracking down and verifying the large and small 

inventory of our tools and equipment.  Minor trail grooming, 

sign repair and litter removal rounded out the rest of the monthõs activities.  We wrapped up the 

2010 season with some final carsonite post installations.  The Harold Soens Youth training track 

located on Ranger Station Road was watered, graded and the track was closed for the summer. 

 

In July, we moved on to the State Property Inventory (SPI), and we included ourselves as part 

of the team responsible for going through our facilities and ensuring that the Computerized Asset 

Management Program (CAMP) had current information 

regarding the annual Condition Assessments.  We took 

measurements and made notations of possible issues or 

repairs that were found during our site visits and 

reported them back to our CAMP SPI liaisons.  They, in 

turn, entered that data into CAMP to show the latest 

information.  Minor trail grooming, sign repair and litter 

removal rounded out the rest of the monthõs activities. 

 

In August we increased our attention to the 

preseason build-up of supplies and materials.  Signs, and 

the posts on which to place them, were ordered.  Tools 

were purchased to replace those worn out during last 

season; others were maintained, sharpened or repaired.  

By Brian Woodson, Maintenance Supervisor, Trails 

(Continued on next pageé)  
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Dennis Raymond preparing to move a new 

bench for the Amphitheater trail 

Left to right, Ryan Walasek, Shay McGhee and 

Josh McCue move one of the benches along the 

Amphitheater Trail 
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For the sign shop, we ordered new storage drawers to help maintain 

cleaner and more organized inventories of our signs. 

 

By September most of our supplies had arrived, and we began to 

redesign our sign shop layout, as well as our trail equipment storage 

shed, to accommodate more efficient use of the space.  Thanks to the 

Maintenance Department for sending us a couple of qualified individuals 

to run additional electrical service in our sign shop.  This allows us to 

use our new tools in a safe manner. 

 

The season start up began in October.  Everyone was  returning 

for the season and ready to get back out in the field after a long summer 

break.  The Trails team performed trail maintenance, repaired signs, 

removed litter, and made plans to pick up where we left off last May.  

We developed schedules for our crew this season, which include 
additional new carsonite posts and markers to be installed along our 

trails.  This will help us to finish our goal of getting each trail marked at 

every 1/10th of a mile to help our visitors know where they are in the park.  A few of the crew were 

involved in assisting with transporting and placing the concrete benches at the ramadas along the 

campfire center pathway. 

Trail News continued... 

Ryan Walasek (left) and Josh 

McCue perform maintenance 

on the Pumpkin Patch trail 

 

Ocotillo Wells Fun Fact...  

Did you knowé     

 

Often feared, tarantulas are actually 

quite docile.  Although they rarely bite and 

their venom isnõt considered deadly to 

humans, never handle them!  One of their 

primary defenses is their òurticating hairs,ó 

barbed hairs on the spiderõs abdomen that 

irritate the skin or eyes of predators.  In the 

fall the male tarantula comes out of his 

burrow, and may be seen walking around the 

desert looking for a female. 



 

 

By Peggy Hurley, Park Maintenance Assistant 

(Continued on next pageé)  
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Cultural Resources 
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(Continued on next pageé)  
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Over the summer, the Ocotillo Wells SVRA archaeologists, Jennifer Parker, Associate State 

Archaeologist, Margaret Kress, Assistant State Archaeologist, and Joanna Collier, Archaeological 

Project Leader, worked on reconciling previous archaeological data, conducted new research, and 

believe it or not, did field surveys.  In August, Alicia Perez and Kelly Long, Associate State 

Archaeologists from OHMVR Division headquarters, showed their devotion by coming to Ocotillo 

Wells to help with cultural surveys for a time-sensitive project on secondary trails.  We expect them 

back early next year for more survey help.  The OW archaeologists also traveled to other districts to 

help with surveys.  Because of our limited resources, all of the OHMVRD archaeologists help each 

other with various projects across the state. 

 

Now that the season is underway, the OW archaeologists are busy with surveys and 

monitoring projects in the park.  You may have seen them òwandering aroundó the desert close to 

the District Office while they survey from Main Street over to the western park boundary.  This is 

part of a larger survey of the parkõs many high-use areas, to determine what cultural sites are in 

danger of inadvertent impacts.  Main Street was chosen as the starting point of this seasonõs surveys 
because a proposed project is being discussed for the area.  With this kind of advance notice, 

archaeologists will be able to have the project area surveyed early in the planning process so that 

cultural sites can be avoided when it is time to build. 

 

In conjunction with the high-use survey, archaeologists are investigating secondary trails as 

part of a review process that helps determine which trails within Ocotillo Wells should be signed and 

maintained.  In the big picture, both of these projects fit into a much larger inventory survey of the 

entire park.  Section by section, Ocotillo Wells SVRA will eventually be completely surveyed and all 

cultural sites will be documented. 

 

 Monitoring is another major 

aspect of the archaeologistsõ job here at 

Ocotillo Wells.  With the placement of 

new restrooms and picnic areas around 

the park, sign installation and trail 

rehabilitation, as well as various 

construction projects at the District 

Office and Toner, it is important that all 

of these ground-disturbing activities be 

monitored by a district archaeologist in 

the event that any cultural materials are 

disturbed.  Since the majority of OW has 

never been surveyed, it is possible to 

come across a site during monitoring that 

no one has ever seen before.  One 

By Margaret Kress, Assistant State Archaeologist and Joanne Collier, Archaeological Project Leader 

The Toner Phone Hearth, a possible WWII training campfire. 

 


