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About Us

Charlotte HIV/AIDS Penple Suppnrt, Inc. (CHAPS) is a 501(c)3 non-profit, all volunteer organization.

Mission Statement: To provide food and hygiene items without cost to those persons in need living
with HIV/AIDS and their dependents.

CHAPS clients are screened, referred and monitored by their county health department, the McGregor
Clinic or the Comprehensive Care Centers in Sarasota or North Port. This assures that the pantry serves
those who are truly in need. When CHAPS provides supplemental food and hygiene products, clients can
use their money to purchase fresh meat, dairy and produce or for medical care, transportation, etc.

As HIV/AIDS cases continue to rise, so too does our client base. At the founding of CHAPS in 1990, the
pantry had 8 clients. Now, this has grown to over 450 clients and dependents. The pantry has expanded
from serving just Charlotte County, to also serving South Sarasota and DeSoto Counties.

CHAPS is a partner agency with the Harry Chapin Food Bank, the Charlotte County United Way and the
South Sarasota County United Way. Community involvement includes relationships with SunCoast
Cathedral Metropolitan Church, St. James Episcopal Church, Church of the Good Shepherd, and the
Unitarian Universalist Church. These organizations provide food, hygiene and/or monetary donations.

As an all volunteer organization, CHAPS uses all agency grants to purchase food and hygiene supplies
along with paying for operating costs. CHAPS has obtained grants from the United Way of Charlotte
County, the United Way of South Sarasota County, Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, the Community
Foundation of Sarasota County, Wal-Mart Foundation and the Heron Creek Community Foundation.

The Charlotte Community Foundation awarded CHAPS the funds to purchase a 49 cubic foot refrigerator,
a copier/printer and a large trailer which is used when purchasing food as well as delivering orders to
Venice and Arcadia.

CHAPS is a “choice” pantry that allows clients to select food items that best suit their changing dietary
needs. The hygienic products, which can not be purchased with food stamps, are vital to a person with

a compromised immune system because these products provide personal care as well as help to maintain
a sanitary environment. The food and hygiene items enhance the lives of our clients by helping to keep
them nourished and better able to fight off infections, by helping to keep their environment safe, and by
freeing up funds that they can then use for medical care, transportation etc. CHAPS is the only
organization in Southwest Florida that provides these basic necessities to HIV/AIDS clients.

Board members are responsible for the establishment of policy, the business aspects of the organization
and the day-to-day running of the pantry. Board and committee members inventory the pantry, manage
the client orders and pick-up days, obtain volunteers, establish and manage fundraising activities, write

grants, pay bills and purchase/arrange delivery of food and hygiene items. Volunteers are always needed
at the pantry.

If you would like to volunteer, please call the pantry office at (941) 625-2552.

Referrals: If you know of someone who might need the assistance provided by CHAPS, ask them to call the
pantry office at (941) 625-2552. We can supply them with referral information.
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