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(Holy Communion every Sunday)

MLLC–
Will meet on Sunday, October 18th. Thank
You.
TUESDAY BIBLE BUNCH
Have you ever really read the weekly Sunday
lessons? Have you ever given them a second
thought and how they relate to your everyday
daily life? Have you talked about them with
other people of faith? Why not start this
Tuesday morning at 9:30 am? Come join us
in Pastor’s office. Bring a Bible and a
willingness to talk. We’ll have a great
time. Join us!
OCTOBER birthdays:
07 Joyce Bolda
20 Peggy Salpietro
OCTOBER
BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS
17 Timothy Fitzgerald
27 Patricia Neubert

WORSHIP ASSISTANCE NEEDED
We are looking for people to sign up
to read the lessons during Worship.
Please consider signing up for a
Sunday or two. All readings are sent to you
ahead of time to familiarize you with the text.
You will find the sign up sheet on the narthex
bulletin board. Please sign up today! Thank
You.
DON’T FORGET – to visit our Martin Luther
Lutheran Church Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/mllc1918 and
W/ELCA MEETINGS
Due the current COVID-19 pandemic,
meetings are on hold until further notice.
Thank You.
Bread Making – Beware of the Yeast
Due the current COVID-19 pandemic,
meetings are on hold until further notice.
Thank You.

MLLC FINANCIAL SUMMARY - AUGUST
Monthly
Monthly
Shortfall
Giving
Needed
$5,812.51
$10,336.00
$4,523.49
YTD Giving

YTD Needed

$44,922.51

$72,352.00

YTD
Shortfall
$27,429.49

In an effort to be transparent about our
finances at MLLC, we will be giving you a
summary so that you may be aware of our
situation. In Sunday’s bulletin we will continue
to give you the weekly giving.
NEW SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Sunday Morning Bible Study
– Do you remember your days
of Confirmation? Would you
rather forget it? It had no
meaning, it was boring, and it was on Saturday
mornings or Wednesday evenings, and my
parents made me do it, but you went through
with it much to your chagrin. Well, we are
going to look at it again, but hopefully in a
different way. Come join us as we discuss the
Small Catechism that Martin Luther wrote for
us that we may be in touch with our faith. Join
us on October 4th after worship. We will
continue with the 10 Commandments. Join
Pastor Joanne in the undercroft as we have
our own Table Talks. See you there.
PET BLESSING - On
October 4, people all
over the world will be
celebrating the feast day
of the Patron Saint of
Animals, Saint Francis
of Assisi. It's customary
that in remembrance of St. Francis of
Assisi's love for all creatures, animals are led
to churches for a special ceremony called the
“Blessing of the Animals.” We welcome our
friends and pets to worship on Sunday October
4th as you are invited to bring your pet forward
for a blessing as part of the liturgy. Please
have your pet leashed or in a pet carrier.

A Note from Pastor Joanne – ANGER,
DIVISION, RAGE AND DEMOCRACY
As the 2020 presidential election draws
near, one thing is clear: America is a divided
country. From protests over persistent racial
injustice to white nationalist-linked
counterprotests, anger is on display across the
country.
The national outrage relates to
inequality, the government’s coronavirus
response, economic concerns, race and
policing. It’s also due, in large part, to
deliberate and strategic choices made by
American politicians to stoke voter anger for
their advantage.
Anger-filled political rhetoric is nothing
new. From Andrew Johnson and Richard Nixon
to Newt Gingrich, politicians have long known
that angry voters are loyal voters. People will
support their party’s candidates locally and
nationally so long as they remain sufficiently
outraged at the opposing party, and it then
persists beyond the elections.
Political anger lowers citizens’ trust in
the national government, causing people to
view it with hostility, skepticism and outright
contempt. Due to the increasingly national
focus of politics, that anger is often directed
squarely at the federal government, not state
or local officials.
That creates a governance problem.
Trust, however, facilitates bipartisan lawmaking
and support for social welfare programs that
seek to make society more equitable, among
other policies. Americans’ trust in government
has been declining for six decades. When
one’s preferred party controls government, that
trust is high; when the opposing party has
power, it’s low. But control in Washington
switches frequently. My friends, that anger is
in full bloom today. And it is on both sides.
Eventually, they question what government is
even capable of.
Anger causes Americans to adopt
attitudes that run contrary to the democratic
ideals, research shows. It makes Americans
see supporters of the opposing political party
as less intelligent than themselves. Arguably
more harmful for democracy, anger also makes
people see supporters of the opposing political
party as a threat to the country’s well-being.
Partisan antipathy is rising. Angry people

generally want to blame somebody – or some
group – for their problems, whether they are
the real or perceived cause.
In 2018 the Pew Research Center found
that 40% of Americans believed democracy
was working “not too well” or “not at all well.”
This year 62% of Americans surveyed by Pew
agreed that the structure of the U.S.
government needs “significant changes.”
Democracy may not disappear because
candidates keep stoking Americans’
disappointment at each other and at the
political system. Discontented Americans don’t
want an entirely different form of government,
despite global concerns that the U.S. is
“backsliding” toward authoritarianism.
But anger, rage and division are
corrosive. It diminishes the quality of American
democracy well after the politicians who used
them as a campaign strategy have won and left
office.
How will we be agents of change? Can
change, democracy and Christianity work
together and in the same breath? How can we
as Christians see this through at this time?
In Christian Love,
Pastor Joanne Fitzgerald

WHAT IS REFORMATION DAY
On Halloween night,
much of the culture will
be focused on candy and
things that go bump in
the night. We as
Lutherans, however,
have something far more
significant to celebrate on
October 31st,
Reformation Day, and
how should we consider
the events it commemorates?
Martin Luther’s nailing of his ninety-five theses
to the church door on October 31, 1517,
provoked a debate that culminated finally in
what we now call the Protestant Reformation.
This law student turned Augustinian monk
became the center of a great controversy after
his thesis were copied and distributed
throughout Europe. Initially protesting the
pope’s attempt to sell salvation, “Salvation is
by grace alone through faith alone, and good
works results from our faith, they are not added
to it as the grounds for our right standing in the
Lord’s eyes” (Eph 2:8-10), Luther’s study of
Scripture soon led him to oppose the church of
Rome on many issues, including the primacy of
the bible over church traditions and the means
by which we are found righteous in the sight of
God.
Martin Luther’s rediscovery of this truth led to a
whole host of other church and societal
reforms.
Luther’s translation of the Bible into German
put the Word of God in the hands of people,
enabling them to put the liturgy in the common
tongue so that non scholars could hear and
understand the reached word of God and
worship the Lord with clarity.
Today, Luther’s legacy lives on in the creeds
and confessions of Christians worldwide. As
we consider his importance, let us equip
ourselves to be knowledgeable proclaimers
and defenders of biblical truth. May we be
eager to preach the Gospel of God to the world
and thereby spark a new reformation of church
and culture.

Members of the congregation who are in
nursing, retirement facilities, or homebound:
Cindy Rudolph
Patricia Neubert
Doris Kemreit
Hella Rollinger
Also include:
Debbie Parisan, prayers for healing
Mary Rusch, prayers for healing
Barb Leindecker, prayers for healing
Brian Pallohusky (nephew of Karen Bucaro),
prayers for safety and good health
Barbara Winter, prayers for strength
Carol Chetty and Baby Aria, prayers for good
health and strength
Lillian Sangha, prayers for strength as she is away
from home doing her clinicals
Shirley Sangha, prayers of encouragement
Mary Ellen Grism (friend of Jan Vlcek), prayers for
strength and healing
Lorraine (Wastel) Bone (cousin of Karen Bucaro),
prayers for recovery
Chris Long (friend of Jan Vlcek), prayers for
healing
Carol Clair (sister of Rich Pfursich), prayers for
healing
Nicky Salpietro (son of Peggy Salpietro), prayers
for good health
Anna Kirk (friend of Richard Pfursich), prayers for
healing
Beverly Venuso (friend of Ron & Jan Vlcek),
prayers for healing
John Blaul, prayers for healing
John Skarkus (brother in law of Frank & Karen
Bucaro), prayers for healing
Patricia Ruttkay, prayers for healing
Karen-Jo Roll (niece of Frank & Karen Bucaro),
prayers for recovery after stroke
Joyce Nickiel (friend of Ron & Jan Vlcek), prayers
for healing

Anne Walker and Joanne Walker (daughter of
Anne), prayers for healing
Vern Stahl, prayers for healing
Joe Brumtmyer, prayers for healing
Russ & Lorraine Schuessler, prayers for good
health
Carl and Beverly Storz (brother and sister in law of
Lorraine), prayers of healing
Ruth Mehnert (Anne Walker’s niece), prayers for
healing
Michael Keady (friend of Lorraine Schuessler),
prayers for healing
Shirley Bristow (friend of Vern Stahl), prayers for
healing
George Avent (friend of Loree Azzaretto), pray for
healing
Desiree Salpietro Gigl (Peggy Salpietro’s
granddaughter), prayers for healing
Mary Hoenig (friend of Jan Vlcek)
Phylllis Pappas (friend of Loree Azzaretto), pray
for healing
Jeff Kaplan, friend of Ron & Jan Vlcek
Barbara Blezien (Anne Walker’s daughter),
prayers for healing
Patti Pallohusky (sister of Karen Bucaro)
Emery Grace Planz (great-great niece of Karen
and Frank Bucaro)

________________________
If you wish to ADD OR REMOVE names, please so
indicate and return to the church office.
Name___________________________________
Need____________________________________
Requested by: ____________________________

Staff at Martin Luther

Pastor
The Rev. Joanne Fitzgerald
Office Administrator
Monica Pesole
Sexton
Music Director/Musician
David Hildner
Church Council (3rd Sunday of the month)
Richard Pfursich
Ron Vlcek
Jan Vlcek
Heidi Rivera
Lori Azzaretto
Peggy Salpietro
Pastor Joanne Fitzgerald
Appointed by Church Council
Monica Pesole, Treasurer
Ron Vlcek, Financial Secretary
Readers/Lectors
Members of Martin Luther
Ushers
Ron Vlcek
Vern Stahl
Richard Pfursich

Counter
Ron Vlcek

Sunday Morning Bible Study - All Members
of MLLC
Bible Bunch (Tuesdays at 9:30am)
Pastor Joanne
John Blaul
Peggy Salpietro
Virginia Gessler
(All are invited to attend)
Altar Guild
Loree Azzaretto
WELCA - All women of Martin Luther Church
Stewardship Committee
Lisa Neubert
Ron & Jan Vlcek
Pat Ruttkay
Peggy Salpietro
Pastor Joanne

Choir Members

(Practice Sundays at 9:00am)
Pastor Joanne
Lisa Neubert
(Is your name here? Can we count on you as
a member of the choir?). Are you interested in
starting a handbell choir??
Worship and Music (usually 1st Sunday of
the month)
David Hildner
Pastor Joanne Fitzgerald
You??
MLLC Mission Team
Who will join us??

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

7:00 pm Friends
of Bill W.

4

5

th

18 Sunday after
Pentecost
Pet Blessing
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Bible Study

11

12

19 Sunday after
Pentecost
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Bible Study

19

th

Reformation Sunday
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Bible Study

8

13

20

14

15

27
9:30 am Bible Bunch

10

16

17

7:00 pm Friends
of Bill W.

21

22

9:30 am Bible Bunch

26

9
7:00 pm Friends
of Bill W.

9:30 am Bible Bunch

20 Sunday after
Pentecost
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Church Council

25

7

9:30 am Bible Bunch

th

18

6

23

24

7:00 pm Friends
of Bill W.

28

29

30
7:00 pm Friends
of Bill W.

31

