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Abortion/Life
Democratic Platform on Securing Reproductive Health, Rights, and Justice
We believe unequivocally, like the majority of Americans, that every woman should have access to quality
reproductive health care services, including safe and legal abortion—regardless of where she lives, how
much money she makes, or how she is insured. We believe that reproductive health is core to women’s,
men’s, and young people’s health and wellbeing. We will continue to stand up to Republican efforts to
defund Planned Parenthood health centers, which provide critical health services to millions of people.
We will continue to oppose—and seek to overturn—federal and state laws and policies that impede a
woman’s access to abortion, including by repealing the Hyde Amendment.

Republican Platform on The Fifth Amendment: Protecting Human Life
The Constitution’s guarantee that no one can “be deprived of life, liberty or property” deliberately echoes
the Declaration of Independence’s proclamation that “all” are “endowed by their Creator” with the
inalienable right to life. Accordingly, we assert the sanctity of human life and affirm that the unborn child
has a fundamental right to life which cannot be infringed. We support a human life amendment to the
Constitution and legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth Amendment’s protections apply to children
before birth.
We oppose the use of public funds to perform or promote abortion or to fund organizations, like Planned
Parenthood, so long as they provide or refer for elective abortions or sell fetal body parts rather than
provide healthcare. …We oppose the non-consensual withholding or withdrawal of care or treatment,
including food and water, … just as we oppose euthanasia and assisted suicide.
We applaud the U.S. House of Representatives for leading the effort to add enforcement to the Born-Alive
Infant Protection Act by passing the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, which imposes
appropriate civil and criminal penalties on healthcare providers who fail to provide treatment and care to
an infant who survives an abortion, including early induction delivery whether the death of the infant is
intended.
We strongly oppose infanticide.… We call on Congress to ban sex-selection abortions and abortions
based on disabilities — discrimination in its most lethal form. We oppose embryonic stem cell research.
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Marriage/Family
Democratic Platform on Guaranteeing Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights!
Democrats applaud last year’s decision by the Supreme Court that recognized that LGBT people—like
other Americans— have the right to marry the person they love. But there is still much work to be done.
LGBT kids continue to be bullied at school, restaurants can refuse to serve transgender people, and
same-sex couples are at risk of being evicted from their homes. That is unacceptable and must change.
Democrats will fight for the continued development of sex discrimination law to cover LGBT people. We
will also fight for comprehensive federal non-discrimination protections for all LGBT Americans, to
guarantee equal rights in areas such as housing, employment, public accommodations, credit, jury
service, education, and federal funding. We will oppose all state efforts to discriminate against LGBT
individuals, including legislation that restricts the right to access public spaces. We support a progressive
vision of religious freedom that respects pluralism and rejects the misuse of religion to discriminate. We
will combat LGBT youth homelessness and improve school climates. We will support LGBT elders,
ensure access to necessary health care, and protect LGBT people from violence—including ending the
crisis of violence against transgender Americans. We will also promote LGBT human rights and ensure
America’s foreign policy is inclusive of LGBT people around the world.

Republican Platform on Marriage, Family and Society
[The American family] is the foundation of civil society, and the cornerstone of the family is natural
marriage, the union of one man and one woman. … Strong families, depending upon God and one
another, advance the cause of liberty by lessening the need for government in their daily lives.
Children raised in a two-parent household tend to be physically and emotionally healthier, more likely to
do well in school, less likely to use drugs and alcohol, engage in crime or become pregnant outside of
marriage. We oppose policies and laws that create a financial incentive for or encourage cohabitation.
Moreover, marriage remains the greatest antidote to child poverty. The 40 percent of children who now
are born outside of marriage are five times more likely to live in poverty than youngsters born and raised
by a mother and father in the home. Nearly three-quarters of the $450 billion government annually spends
on welfare goes to single-parent households. This is what it takes for a governmental village to raise a
child, and the village is doing a tragically poor job of it.
The data and the facts lead to an inescapable conclusion: Every child deserves a married mom and dad.
… We honor the courageous efforts of those who bear the burdens of parenting alone and embrace the
principle that all Americans should be treated with dignity and respect. But respect is not enough. Our
laws and our government’s regulations should recognize marriage as the union of one man and one
woman and actively promote married family life as the basis of a stable and prosperous needs and
strengths of the family.
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Immigration
Democratic Platform on Fixing our Broken Immigration System!
We will support efforts by states to make DREAMers eligible for driver’s licenses and in-state college
tuition. We will invest in culturally-appropriate immigrant integration services, expand access to English
language education, and promote naturalization to help the millions of people who are eligible for
citizenship take that last step.
We will work to ensure that all Americans—regardless of immigration status—have access to quality
health care. That means expanding community health centers, allowing all families to buy into the
Affordable Care Act exchanges, supporting states that open up their public health insurance programs to
all persons, and finally enacting comprehensive immigration reform.

Republican Platform on Immigration and the Rule of Law!
Our immigration system must protect American working families and their wages, for citizens and legal
immigrants alike, in a way that will improve the economy.…
America’s immigration policy must serve the national interest of the United States, and the interests of
American workers must be protected over the claims of foreign nationals seeking the same jobs. … We
oppose any form of amnesty for those who, by breaking the law, have disadvantaged those who have
obeyed it.
That is why we support building a wall along our southern border and protecting all ports of entry. We
insist upon workplace enforcement of verification systems so that more jobs can be available to all legal
workers. Use of the E-verify program — an internet-based system that verifies the employment
authorization and identity of employees — must be made mandatory nationwide. We reaffirm our
endorsement of the SAVE program — Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements — to ensure that
public funds are not given to persons not legally present in this country. We demand tough penalties
against those who engage in identity theft, deal in fraudulent documents, and traffic in human beings.…
Because “sanctuary cities” violate federal law and endanger their own citizens, they should not be eligible
for federal funding. Using state licenses to reward people in the country illegally is an affront to the rule of
law and must be halted.
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Democratic Platform on Appointing Judges!
We will appoint judges who defend the constitutional principles of liberty and
equality for all, and will protect a woman’s right to safe and legal abortion,
curb billionaires’ influence over elections because they understand that
Citizens United has fundamentally damaged our democracy, and believe the
Constitution protects not only the powerful, but also the disadvantaged and
powerless.

Republican Platform on The Judiciary
We condemn attempts by activist judges at any level of government to seize
the power of the purse from the people’s elected representatives by ordering
higher taxes.…
A critical threat to our country’s constitutional order is an activist judiciary that
usurps powers properly reserved to the people through other branches of
government.
We support the appointment of judges who respect traditional family values
and the sanctity of innocent human life.
In Obergefell, five unelected lawyers robbed 320 million Americans of their
legitimate constitutional authority to define marriage as the union of one man
and one woman. The Court twisted the meaning of the Fourteenth
Amendment beyond recognition. To echo Scalia, we dissent. We, therefore,
support the appointment of justices and judges who respect the constitutional
limits on their power and respect the authority of the states to decide such
fundamental social questions.
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Religious Liberty
Democratic Platform on Respecting Faith and Service
Democrats know that our nation, our communities, and our lives are made vastly
stronger and richer by faith in many forms and the countless acts of justice, mercy, and
tolerance it inspires. We believe in lifting up and valuing the good work of people of faith
and religious organizations and finding ways to support that work where possible.
We believe in the power of national service to solve problems and break down barriers
by bringing people of all backgrounds together in common purpose. National service
expands opportunity for people across America, strengthening our communities and our
country. And those who serve earn education awards that they can use for college while
building valuable work skills. We will support and strengthen AmeriCorps with the goal
that every American who wants to participate in full-time national service will have the
opportunity to do so.

Democratic Platform on Religious Minorities
We are horrified by ISIS’ genocide and sexual enslavement of Christians and Yezidis
and crimes against humanity against Muslims and others in the Middle East. We will do
everything we can to protect religious minorities and the fundamental right of freedom of
religion.

Republican Platform on The First Amendment: Religious Liberty
The Bill of Rights lists religious liberty, with its rights of conscience, as the first freedom
to be protected. Religious freedom in the Bill of Rights protects the right of the people to
practice their faith in their everyday lives. As George Washington taught, “religion and
morality are indispensable supports” to a free society. Similarly, Thomas Jefferson
declared that “No provision in our Constitution ought to be dearer to man than that
which protects the rights of conscience against the enterprises of the civil authority.…
We pledge to defend the religious beliefs and rights of conscience of all Americans and
to safeguard religious institutions against government control.
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Democratic Platform on Provide Quality and Affordable Education Democrats know that every child,
no matter who they are, how much their families earn, or where they live, should have access to a
high-quality education, from preschool through high school and beyond. But the United States still lags
behind other advanced economies in providing high-quality, universal preschool programs to help all of
our kids get a strong start to their educations. Our schools are more segregated today than they were
when Brown v. Board of Education was decided, and we see wide disparities in educational outcomes
across racial and socioeconomic lines. A college degree or another form of post-secondary education is
increasingly required for jobs that pay a middle-class wage, but graduation rates have stagnated for
low-income students. And the high cost of college has required too many Americans to take out
staggering student loans or put a degree out of reach entirely. We are selling our children and our young
people short.
Democratic Platform on Making Debt-Free College a Reality Democrats are unified in their strong
belief that every student should be able to go to college debt-free, and working families should not have to
pay any tuition to go to public colleges and universities. We will also make community college free, while
ensuring the strength of our Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Minority-Serving Institutions.
The federal government will push more colleges and universities to take quantifiable, affirmative steps in
increasing the percentages of racial and ethnic minority, low-income, and first-generation students they
enroll and graduate. …
Republican Platform on A Chance for Every Child Education is much more than schooling. It is the
whole range of activities by which families and communities transmit to a younger generation, not just
knowledge and skills, but ethical and behavioral norms and traditions. It is the handing over of a cultural
identity. … At the heart of the American Experiment lies the greatest political expression of human dignity:
The self evident truth that “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” That truth rejects the
dark view of the individual as human capital — a possession for the creation of another’s wealth.
Parents are a child’s first and foremost educators, and have primary responsibility for the education of
their children. … We support a constitutional amendment to protect that right from interference by states,
the federal government, or international bodies such as the United Nations. We reject a one size-fits-all
approach to education and support a broad range of choices for parents and children at the state and
local level. We likewise repeat our longstanding opposition to the imposition of national standards and
assessments, encourage the parents and educators who are implementing alternatives to Common Core,
and congratulate the states which have successfully repealed it.
A good understanding of the Bible being indispensable for the development of an educated citizenry, we
encourage state legislatures to offer the Bible in a literature curriculum as an elective in America’s high
schools.
Republican Platform on Choice in Education We support options for learning, including home-schooling,
career and technical education, private or parochial schools, magnet schools, charter schools, online
learning, and early-college high schools. We especially support the innovative financing mechanisms that
make options available to all children: education savings accounts (ESAs), vouchers, and tuition tax
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